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Healthcare Cronyism: Update1 by Chris Conover

“Wall Street Journal had a good illustration of healthcare cronyism this weekend: "As for the nurses' union, well, "everybody loves nurses. But if you go to Sacramento, you see a whole different side." Ms. Romero recalls partnering with Mr. Huff on a bill to let non-nurses administer the drug Diastat to epileptic children experiencing seizures. The nurses tried to euthanize the bill; she says because they "wanted to insist that every school have a nurse."


"They'd rather see a little kid go into a coma possibly, wriggle on the floor," she says. "Nobody can help. Just call 911. It's heartless." Fundamentally, "it was a jobs issue" to the nurses’ union. "Everything is a jobs issue, and more than that, it is a membership issue, and more than that it is a dues issue. Pure and simple. How do you grow dues?" 

Source: Forbes

Conover's approach is interesting due to the persuasive nature of the introduction which includes paradox, humor, imagery, and quotes that capture the attention of the audience. For instance, while a person would expect the accompanying explanation after the quote “Everybody loves nurses” to support the idea, he reveals the contrary opinion to the obvious expectation of a reader. Moreover, the use of the terms such as nurses euthanizes the bill reflects a good sense of humor and imagery that resonate with his audience. Finally, the telescoping technic that Conover uses to enlarge the picture to provide a clear insight into the subject matter which would rather be controversial makes the passage more interesting. The passage ends with suspense that makes the reader long to find out more about the issues raised. Other aspects of the passage such as tone, the method of introduction and conclusion make it captivating.


The summary of the idea that Conover intended to convey through the passage is the partiality among stakeholders in the healthcare system in their effort to deliver services. Nurses play an important role that benefits everyone in the society especially the administration of drugs to patients. The introduction of the bill which seeks to empower non-nurses to administer drugs to epileptic children receives opposition from the nurses. The basis of their reaction is not in the common interest of the public but selfishness that aims at increasing their incomes and increase the tax burden.

The author, Chris Conover has a renowned reputation health policy. His latest contribution in publishing is the book "American Health Economy Illustrated." He is one of the favorite authors because he provides an informative and insightful analysis of facts in a way that is interesting and easy to understand.
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